
Arizona Department of Education 

Arizona’s PARCC  
Technology Readiness Tool 
District Admin Training 
 
 

parcc@azed.gov  

mailto:parcc@azed.gov


PARCC Technology Readiness Tool District Admin Training 

Presenters 

• Cathy Poplin 
State Technology Readiness Coordinator 

• Roberta Alley 
Associate Supt for Assessment and 
Accountability 

• Brenda Wright 
Education Program Specialist, Assessment 
and Educational Technology  

 

1 
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Agenda 

• Background and Overview of TRT 

• Roles & Responsibilities 

• Review of Technology Readiness Tool and 
Tasks and Functionality 

• Community and Resources available on 
www.assess4ed.net 

• Resource and Contact Information 
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http://www.assess4ed.net/


WARM UP QUESTIONS 
 

Answer polls on the screen. 
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Consortia Assessments: Online Delivery by 
2014-15 
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Technology Readiness Tool Purpose 

• Used by Smarter Balanced & PARCC, with SETDA as partner 

• Pearson awarded contract.   

• Six data collection between 2012 and 2014 –1st by 6/14 

• Determine technology readiness for online assessments, 
and provide gap analysis 

• Data to support local/state/national planning 
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Be Patient with the Process 
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Measuring Local Readiness – Function of TRT 

Readiness for online assessments has different 
dimensions: 

 

1. Computers & other devices 

 Minimum system requirements 

2. Ratio of devices to test-takers 

 Including testing window & session scheduling 

3. Network and infrastructure 

 Bandwidth, network utilization,  
size of content 

4. Personnel (Questions re:  
staffing & training) 
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#1 Collection Window 

April 16th  – June 14th 

 

Snapshot will be taken on June 15, 2012.  
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Chicken or the Egg 
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Draft vs. Final Specifications Technology 



Minimum Requirements 
The Truth as We Know it Today** 

 

If purchasing new technology today . . . . . . .  

• 1.0 GHz processor speed  

• 1 GB RAM  

• 1 GB available memory/storage 

• 1024 x 768 resolution  

• 10" min display size  

• Input devices must include the ability to enter text 
and to interact and manipulate virtual objects.  

• Audio and video support will be required. 

**May change as actual items are created. 
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State Technology Readiness Coordinator(s) 
Role and Responsibilities 
 
• Serve as primary POC for working with Pearson 
and the consortia 

• Entering and maintaining organizational data for 
LEAs 

• Entering and maintaining user accounts for Point 
of Contacts for LEAs 

• Will be responsible for communicating with and 
training district 

• User file was uploaded 4/16.  This triggers an 
email to obtain your user name and password for 
TRT. 
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District Admin (LEA Point of Contact) 
See page 8 in Training Guide 

 

12 

•Add schools to LEA org chart (Use Entity ID) 

•Add other users manually or use batch 
upload OR choose to do it all data at district 
level 

•Enter data or batch upload data for each 
school OR have schools do it.  Your choice! 

•Device, test-taker, infrastructure, and 
personnel data 

•Indicate the data are submitted and eligible for 
review and verification (Yes or No on School Survey) 
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System Requirements for the Technology 
Readiness Tool  (Page 9) 

 Windows Operating System Browsers:  

– Internet Explorer 8.0 or greater  

– Firefox 9.0 or greater  

Macintosh Operating Systems Browsers:  

– Safari 4.0 or greater  

– Firefox 3.0 or greater  

Device Auto Detection  

Java 1.5 or greater is required for in-depth auto detection of a 
device. 
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Questions  

 

Type questions in the Questions Box 
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DEMO (Begins on page 10 )  

www.techreadiness.net  

http://www.techreadiness.net/
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Home – Training and Templates 
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Add Data under Set-Up 
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Results and Indicators 
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Questions  

 

Type questions in the Questions Box 
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Review of Technology Readiness Tool Tasks 
and Functionality and FAQs 

Batch File Importing and Exporting 

 Use Templates that are provided 

 LEA decides to do upload data or allow  
schools to do own 

Questions 

 What code should be used for organizations?  

 AZ-AZ-Entity ID (Parent code) 

 AZ-Entity ID (School code) 

 Can user accounts be deleted?  

 No, but they can be disabled. 
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Review of Technology Readiness Tool Tasks 
and Functionality and FAQs 

Will the contacts in the organizational file be set up with a 
user account?  

 User accounts are created only by uploading a User File or by 
entering users individually using the User Accounts and 
Permissions screens.  Emails will be sent. 

 

 

 

Entering device, test-taker, infrastructure, and 
personnel data 

 Can be entered at the state, district, or school level  

 Can be entered via auto-populate and survey or import 

 Partial data can be added 
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Review of Technology Readiness Tool Tasks 
and Functionality and FAQs 

Viewing results 

 Results for each dimension at the Consortia, State, 
District, and School levels 

 Submission Status report available at Consortia, State, 
and District levels to assist in follow-up and to allow 
district and state review and verification 
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Review of Technology Readiness Tool Tasks 
and Functionality and FAQs 

Documentation 

 FAQs, User’s Guide, and Training are posted and may be 
accessed through the links on the Technology Readiness 
Tool Home page. 

 FAQs and User’s Guide will be updated frequently. 
Please access the document posted on the site each 
time you need to reference either of these documents. 

Questions 

 If you have reviewed the documentation, do you have 
feedback? 
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For ongoing Support:   www.assess4ed.net 

• Sign up for the private group on 
www.assess4ed.net to facilitate communication 
and collaboration among the AZ TRT community 

 

http://www.assess4ed.net/
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Final Q&A  
Additional Questions? 

• If you have questions after the presentation, you may post 
them at www.assess4ed.net in the AZ area.  (You will need 
a login and password.) 

Resource for additional support: 

PARCC Technology Readiness website 

http://www.azed.gov/standards-development-
assessment/parcc-assessment/technology-requirements-for-
assessment/  
 

– Webinar recording and the PowerPoint presentation will be on this page. 

 

– For questions and support, email 

parcc@azed.gov  
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WE ARE ALL IN THIS 
TOGETHER! 

You will receive a link to an online evaluation survey and 
the link to the recording within 48 hours! 
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